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FOCUS ON GOD’S WORD

I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ.  It is God’s powerful 
method of bringing all who believe it to heaven.

Romans 1:16

INTRODUCTION

Dr. Paul Brand was speaking to a medical college in India on Matthew 5:16: 
“Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  In front of the lectern was an oil 
lamp, with its cotton wick burning from the shallow dish of oil.  As he 
preached, the lamp ran out of oil, the wick burned dry, and the smoke made 
him cough.  He immediately used the opportunity.

“Some of us here are like this wick,” he said.  “We’re trying to shine for the 
glory of God, but we stink.  That’s what happens when we use ourselves as 
the fuel of our witness rather than the Holy Spirit.  Wicks can last 
indefinitely, burning brightly and without irritating smoke, if the fuel, the 
Holy Spirit, is in constant supply.”

Craig Brian Larson

In our sermon series from the Gospels, Jesus has been teaching His 
followers about the signs and the certainty that in the days before His return 
there will be times of persecution.  This morning, we will be looking at our 
Savior’s promise that when those times of persecution come, the presence of 
God’s Holy Spirit will be experienced by His followers in extraordinary 
ways.

PROPOSITION

Jesus never said that following Him was going to be convenient; but it is in 
persevering in our walk with Him that we will experience His presence and 
deliverance from the opposition and oppression of this world.
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TEXT

  1    Luke 21:12 “But before all these things, Mark 13:9  be on your guard!  
Luke 21:12-13  They will lay their hands on you and persecute you.  They will 
hand you over to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before
kings and governors because of My name.  It will lead to an opportunity for 
you to witness.”

  2    Mark 13:11 “So when they arrest you and hand you over, don’t worry 
beforehand what you will say.  Luke 21:14 Make up your minds not to prepare 
your defense ahead of time.  Mark 13:11 On the contrary, whatever is given to 
you in that hour— say it.  Luke 21:15 For I will give you such words and a 
wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.  Mark 

13:11 For it isn’t you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.”

  3    Matthew 24:9-10 “You will be hated by all nations because of My name.  Then
many will take offense, betray one another and hate one another.  
Luke 21:16  You will even be betrayed by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends.
Matthew 10:21 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child.  
Children will even rise up against their parents and have them put to death.”

Luke 21:17-19 “You will be hated by everyone because of My name, but not a hair
of your head will be lost.  By your endurance gain your lives.  
Matthew 10:23 When they persecute you in one town, escape to another.  For I 
assure you: You will not have covered the towns of Israel before the Son of 
Man comes.”

  4    Matthew 24:11-14 “Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.  
Because lawlessness will multiply, the love of many will grow cold.  But the 
one who endures to the end will be delivered.  This good news of the 
kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a testimony to all nations.  
And then the end will come.”

EXPOSITION

1) Persecution: Don’t be surprised when it comes
Luke 21:12 “But before all these things, Mark 13:9  be on your guard!  
Luke 21:12-13  They will lay their hands on you and persecute you.  They will hand you 
over to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors because of My name.  It will lead to an opportunity for you to witness.”
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Jesus has just warned His followers that various signs would come before 
the end times when Jesus would return to earth – the arrival of false 
messiahs, wars and revolutions, violent earthquakes, famines, plagues, and 
terrifying signs in the heavens (Luke 21:6-11).  Now Jesus is warning His 
followers to expect persecution before the day of His return as well. 

1) Persecution: Don’t be surprised when it comes
2) Presence: Don’t be hesitant when God speaks
Mark 13:11 “So when they arrest you and hand you over, don’t worry beforehand what 
you will say.  Luke 21:14 Make up your minds not to prepare your defense ahead of 
time.  Mark 13:11 On the contrary, whatever is given to you in that hour — say it.  
Luke 21:15 For I will give you such words and a wisdom that none of your adversaries 
will be able to resist or contradict.  Mark 13:11 For it isn’t you speaking, but the Holy 
Spirit.”

Jesus promised His followers that they would never be alone when times of 
persecution would come.  And throughout history, Christians have shared 
many times over that when they faced torture at the hands of their enemies 
and death seemed to approach, it was at that time that they sensed in a very 
real way that God had drawn especially close to them.  God, through His 
Holy Spirit, was making His presence known.

Christians also experience the presence of God’s Spirit in a powerful way 
when they are brought to trial or called to account for their faith in Jesus.  
Though many Christians throughout the world have not had the benefit of 
formal schooling, or lacked the eloquence of the highly educated, they were 
enabled by God’s Spirit to speak truth in such a way that it seemed as though
it was the accusers and judges who were on trial, and not the Christians.  As 
these Christians spoke boldly the words that God had given them, they had 
no reason to fear whatever man could do to them.

In February 2015, 21 Christian men – twenty from Egypt and one 
from Ghana – were executed in Libya by members of ISIS.  Each was 
given an opportunity to renounce Jesus and convert to Islam.  All 
refused, and each Christian was heard repeating the words, “Lord, 
Jesus Christ” as they were brutally executed one by one.  The 
Christian from Ghana was given opportunity to be released since he 
was not from Egypt, but he responded, saying, “I am a Christian and I 
am like them.”  With his answer, the Christian from Ghana was 
executed along with the Egyptians.
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A surviving son of one of the Egyptians, Beshir Kamel, thanked ISIS 
for not editing out their declaration of faith, where they called upon 
Jesus Christ before their deaths.  Beshir was asked how they would 
feel if approached by an Islamic State militant, and he replied on 
Arabic satellite TV: “My mother, an uneducated woman in her sixties, 
said she would ask [him] to enter her house and ask God to open his 
eyes because he was the reason her son entered the kingdom of 
heaven.”

Now, Jesus indicates that in times of persecution, the Holy Spirit will speak 
through us.  Words that are unprepared and unrehearsed, yet somehow 
powerful, wise, and irresistible.  What a comforting and reassuring thought 
this is, should the dark clouds of persecution come our way!

But here’s something that we might want to consider for today – what if it 
were possible for our lives to be overflowing with the presence and words 
and influence of God’s Holy Spirit now?

The truth is that not only is this possible, but this is God’s expressed desire 
when it comes to those who are His children!  If you have placed your trust 
in God’s Son, here is what the Holy Spirit has already done for you:

The Holy Spirit has drawn you to Jesus and enabled you to call upon Him…

1 Corinthians 12:3 (Living Bible)
...no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” and really mean it, unless the Holy 
Spirit is helping him.
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The Holy Spirit has convinced you of your sins…

John 16:8 (New Century Version)
[Jesus]: “When the Helper comes, he will prove to the people of the 
world the truth about sin, about being right with God, and about 
judgment.”

The Holy Spirit brought an inner assurance that you are God’s child…

Romans 8:15 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)
...you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out, “Abba, 
Father!”

The Holy Spirit has taken up residence in your life…

John 14:17 (New Living Translation)
[Jesus, speaking to His followers before His departure]: “He is the 
Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, 
because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him.  But you 
know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.”

While Jesus walked this earth, the presence of the Holy Spirit was with Him 
in the company of His followers.  With the ascension of Jesus into heaven, 
the Holy Spirit “indwelled” them – an experience now shared by every 
believer in Jesus:

Titus 3:5 (Living Bible)
...he saved us — not because we were good enough to be saved but 
because of his kindness and pity — by washing away our sins and 
giving us the new joy of the indwelling Holy Spirit...

As you read and think upon God’s Word, the Holy Spirit teaches and guides 
you, bringing understanding and changing your heart and attitudes...

John 16:13 (New Century Version)
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will lead you into all truth.  He will
not speak his own words, but he will speak only what he hears, and he 
will tell you what is to come.

Sadly, many Christians (unknowingly, yet sometimes willingly) allow their 
relationship with God’s Spirit to plateau right here, leaving with a spiritual 
tug-of-war going on inside of them…
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Galatians 5:16-17 (New Living Translation)
So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives.  Then you won’t be 
doing what your sinful nature craves.  The sinful nature wants to do 
evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants.  And the Spirit
gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. 
These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not 
free to carry out your good intentions.

The Christian, without the help and dependence upon God’s Holy Spirit that 
is needed by us, continues to struggle with the deeds of the sinful nature.  
Why does this struggle exist, when God’s Spirit is present, having taken up 
residence in the life of the Christian?  

This was the Apostle Paul’s experience...

Romans 7:18-25 (New Living Translation)
[18] And I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful 
nature.  I want to do what is right, but I can’t.  [19] I want to do what 
is good, but I don’t.  I don’t want to do what is wrong, but I do it 
anyway.  [20] But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really the 
one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.

[21] I have discovered this principle of life — that when I want to do 
what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong.  [22] I love God’s law 
with all my heart. [23] But there is another power within me that is at 
war with my mind.  This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still
within me.  [24] Oh, what a miserable person I am!  Who will free me 
from this life that is dominated by sin and death?  [25] Thank God!  
The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.  So you see how it is: In my 
mind I really want to obey God’s law, but because of my sinful nature 
I am a slave to sin.

Paul revealed the answer to this dilemma when he wrote to the Christians in 
Galatia…

Galatians 5:16 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)
I say then, walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desire of 
the flesh.

We must allow God’s Spirit to guide and direct our lives, consistently 
following Him each step of the way.  And we must continually yield our 
lives to the Spirit’s control…
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Ephesians 5:18 (New Century Version)
Do not be drunk with wine, which will ruin you, but be filled with the 
Spirit.

There are two matters which need our attention here.

1) While the Holy Spirit has taken up residence within the life of 
every Christian, enabling us to call God our Father, not every 
Christian has been filled with the Spirit.  Note that Paul is speaking 
here “To the faithful saints in Christ Jesus at Ephesus” (Ephesians 
1:1), yet is teaching them that they need to “be filled with the Spirit”.  
It’s not automatic.  It is an awareness and a need that comes to us at 
some point in our spiritual journey with Christ.

2) Being filled with the Spirit is not a “one-time” event.  The original 
language carries this thought: “be being filled with the Spirit.  It is a 
continual need, an ongoing experience that requires an emptying of all
that is connected to the self-life (through confession of sin) and an 
inflow of the Holy Spirit’s presence and influence (in dependence 
upon God).

So how do we receive this filling?

Luke 11:13 (GOD’S WORD Translation)
[Jesus]: “Even though you’re evil, you know how to give good gifts to
your children.  So how much more will your Father in heaven give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

According to the teaching of Jesus, how do we receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit in all His fullness?  (“We ask Him”).

Having asked our Heavenly Father, how do we then know that we have 
received the gift of the Spirit in all His fullness?  (Because Jesus said the 
Father would do this if we asked!)

Some Christians may have an additional sign of affirmation from the Father 
that the request has been granted (and God’s Word certainly allows for this). 
But the important matter here is that we understand the need to yield our 
lives to God’s Spirit and ask the Father to fill us with the Spirit’s presence 
and control.  And then, in a response of faith and obedience, we continually 
yield our lives to the leading, guidance, and control of God’s Spirit in our 
daily living.  
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And here is what the Holy Spirit will do...

Galatians 5:22-25 (New Living Translation)
[22] The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, and 
self-control. There is no law against these things!

[24] Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and 
desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.  
[25] Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading 
in every part of our lives.

2) Presence: Don’t be hesitant when God speaks

PROPOSITION

Jesus never said that following Him was going to be convenient; but it is in 
persevering in our walk with Him that we will experience His presence and 
deliverance from the opposition and oppression of this world.

APPLICATION

How will the promise of the Holy Spirit’s active presence encourage you to 
follow Christ through difficult times? 

PRAYERS FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
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